Log 1:  Choose one of the scenes you saw or participated in during class today.  Do you think it is a realistic scenario?  Could something like this really happen?  How would the main character(s) feel?  

Log 2 (Act I, scene 1):  Answer two of the following questions.

· Why do Iago, Roderigo, and Brabantio hate the man they are discussing?  They each have different reasons.  Use text to support your answer.

· What reasons does Iago give for continuing to follow his master?  Summarize in your own words.

· What kind of person do you expect the man they discuss to be?  How do you imagine him?  Count the number of times the word “Moor” is used in 1.1.  Can you draw any conclusions?

Log 3 (Act I, scene 2):  Answer from personal experience or try to imagine yourself in the situation.  Write about a time when you resented someone who received an honor you were hoping to get.  How did you feel about the person who received it, and how did you feel about the one who chose the other person instead of you?

Log 4 (Act I, scene 2):  Answer both of the following questions.

· Describe Othello as you see him in your imagination.  Say which actor, or type of actor, you would choose to play the role.  Find a picture in a magazine that resembles your idea of Othello, or draw your own.  Attach this to your entry.

· Iago swear in line 38 “By Janus.”  Janus is a Roman two-faced god.  Give examples of Iago’s two-faced behavior.  How might an actor convey this?

Log 5 (Act I, scene 3):  Desdemona makes her first appearance in this scene.  
What is your impression of her personality?  Quote a couple of lines to support your opinion.  If you were a director, what actor, or what sort of actor, would you cast in the part?  Find a magazine picture corresponding to your idea of Desdemona, or draw your own.  Attach this to your log.

Log 6 (Act I, scene 3):  Write a loose paraphrase of Iago’s soliloquy beginning “Thus do I ever make my fool my purse.”  A soliloquy is a speech made as if the person is thinking aloud.  It helps the audience know what is going on inside a character’s mind.  Be Iago; write in the first person.  Put Iago’s words into modern speech, the way you would express these same thoughts.  While a swear may be necessary to communicate some of his words, avoid using too many trite curses.  Use imaginative language without resorting to too many boring profanities.  That said, if a thought really justfifies the word, you may use it.

Log 7 (Act 2, scene 1):  Pick any scene in the play so far and imagine you are playing one of the roles.  Figure out your character’s objective for that scene, and for the play as a whole (the superobjective).  Note the scene, write down the objective(s), and use text to support your choices (what does the character say or do that tips you off to the objective?).  

Log 8 (Act 2, scene 1):  Catch Iago in a lie.  Look over what we have read so far in Act I and Act II.  Find lines where you think Iago may be telling a lie; write those lines in your log.  

Log 9:  Choose three of the following quotes.  Explain what it means in your own words and then comment on it.  What is the significance of the statement?  How is it important to the play?  What does it show about the character?

· Cassio:  I have lost the immortal part of myself, and what remains is bestial. 

· Cassio:  O God, that men should put an enemy in their mouths to steal away their brains.

· Iago:  She holds it a vice in her goodness not to do more than she is requested.

· Iago:  When devils will the blackest sins put on, / They do suggest at first with heavenly shows.

· Iago:  Thou know’st we work by wit and not by witchcraft.

Log 10:  In preparation for tomorrow’s seminar, take notes on the following questions.  Remember to use textual evidence whenever possible.

· How does Iago trick Othello when he (Iago) is talking to Cassio?  

· Why does Othello believe him?

· How has Othello changed since the beginning of the play?

· How has his language changed?  Look at his speeches in Act I and II and refer to your Iago’s Bestiality worksheet.

· Why does Desdemona react as she does when hit?

· How does Iago manipulate the visitors from Venice?

