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Biography of Junot Diaz & Accomplishments 
Excerpts from Diaz’s official website, 
www. JunotDiaz.com/bio.html
©1996 Junot Diaz 

Junot Díaz was born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic and is the author of Drown and The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao which won the John Sargent Sr. First Novel Prize, the National Book Critics Circle Award, the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award, the Dayton Literary Peace Prize and the 2008 Pulitzer Prize. His fiction has appeared in The New Yorker, African Voices, Best American Short Stories (1996, 1997, 1999, 2000), in Pushcart Prize XXII and in The O'Henry Prize Stories 2009. 
He has received a Eugene McDermott Award, a fellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, a Lila Acheson Wallace Readers Digest Award, the 2002 Pen/Malamud Award, the 2003 US-Japan Creative Artist Fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts, a fellowship at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University and the Rome Prize from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. He is the fiction editor at the Boston Review and the Rudge (1948) and Nancy Allen professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
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Travails of an Outcast
By Michiko KakutaniTop of Form
Junot Díaz’s “Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao” is a wondrous, not-so-brief first novel that is so original it can only be described as Mario Vargas Llosa meets “Star Trek” meets David Foster Wallace meets Kanye West. It is funny, street-smart and keenly observed, and it unfolds from a comic portrait of a second-generation Dominican geek into a harrowing meditation on public and private history and the burdens of familial history. An extraordinarily vibrant book that’s fueled by adrenaline-powered prose, it’s confidently steered through several decades of history by a madcap, magpie voice that’s equally at home talking about Tolkien and Trujillo, anime movies and ancient Dominican curses, sexual shenanigans at Rutgers University and secret police raids in Santo Domingo.
[bookmark: secondParagraph]Skip to next paragraph Mr. Díaz, the author of a critically acclaimed collection of short stories published in 1996 (“Drown”), writes in a sort of streetwise brand of Spanglish that even the most monolingual reader can easily inhale: lots of flash words and razzle-dazzle talk, lots of body language on the sentences, lots of David Foster Wallace-esque footnotes and asides. And he conjures with seemingly effortless aplomb the two worlds his characters inhabit: the Dominican Republic, the ghost-haunted motherland that shapes their nightmares and their dreams; and America (a k a New Jersey), the land of freedom and hope and not-so-shiny possibilities that they’ve fled to as part of the great Dominican diaspora. Oscar, Mr. Díaz’s homely homeboy hero, is “not one of those Dominican cats everybody’s always going on about — he wasn’t no home-run hitter or a fly bachatero, not a playboy” with a million hot girls on the line. No, Oscar is a fat, self-loathing dweeb and aspiring science fiction writer, who dreams of becoming “the Dominican Tolkien.” He’s one of those kids who tremble with fear during gym class and use “a lot of huge-sounding nerd words like indefatigable and ubiquitous” when talking to kids who could barely finish high school. He moons after girls who won’t give him the time of day and enters and leaves college a sad virgin. He wears “his nerdiness like a 
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Jediwore his light saber”; he “couldn’t have passed for Normal if he’d wanted to.”
Two of this novel’s narrators, Oscar’s beautiful sister, Lola — a “Banshees-loving punk chick,” who becomes “one of those tough Jersey dominicanas” who order men about like houseboys — and Yunior, Oscar’s college roommate and Lola’s onetime boyfriend, do their best to try to get him to shape up. They exhort him to eat less and exercise more, to leave his dorm room and venture out into the world. 
Oscar makes a halfhearted effort and then tells Yunior to leave him alone. He goes back to his writing, his day-dreams, his suicidal thoughts. Yunior (who seems very much like the Yunior who appeared in some of Mr. Díaz’s short stories) begins to think that Oscar may be living under a family curse, “a high-level fukú” not unlike the curse on the House of Atreus, which has doomed him, like his mother, to lasting unhappiness in love.
In due course we also hear the story of Oscar and Lola’s mother, Beli, a tough, tough-talking woman whose hard-nosed street cred is rooted in a childhood of almost unimaginable pain and loss: her wealthy father, tortured and incarcerated by the Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo’s thugs; her mother, run over by a truck after her husband’s imprisonment; her two sisters, dead in freak, suspicious accidents. 
The orphaned Beli herself was abused and beaten before being rescued by her father’s kindly cousin, and as a teenager she has a disastrous affair with a charismatic and dangerous man known as the Gangster — one of Trujillo’s men, who happens to be married to Trujillo’s sister. That affair culminates in a savage beating in the cane fields, a beating that nearly ends Beli’s life and that will propel her toward a new life in exile in the United States.
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Mr. Díaz writes about the Trujillo era of the Dominican Republic with the same authority he writes about contemporary New Jersey, the slangy, kinetic energy of his prose proving to be a remarkably effective tool for capturing the absurdities of the human condition, be they the true horrors-of living in a dictatorship that can erase a person or a family on a whim, or the self-indulgent difficulties of being a college student coping with issues of weight and self-esteem. 
Here is Mr. Díaz writing about Trujillo: “Homeboy dominated Santo Domingo like it was his very own private Mordor; not only did he lock the country away from the rest of the world, isolate it behind the Plátano Curtain, he acted like it was his very own plantation, acted like he owned everything and everyone, killed whomever he wanted to kill, sons, brothers, fathers, mothers, took women away from their husbands on their wedding nights and then would brag publicly about ‘the great honeymoon’ he’d had the night before. His Eye was everywhere; he had a Secret Police that out-Stasi’d the Stasi, that kept watch on everyone, even those everyones who lived in the States.”
It is Mr. Díaz’s achievement in this galvanic novel that he’s fashioned both a big picture window that opens out on the sorrows of Dominican history, and a small, intimate window that reveals one family’s life and loves. In doing so, he’s written a book that decisively establishes him as one of contemporary fiction’s most distinctive and irresistible new voices.
Excerpted from: Kakutani, Michiko. “Travails of an Outcast.” New York Times. Published: September 4, 2007. http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/04/books/04diaz.html?_r=1.
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Adapted from: http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/caribb/do.htm
©GraphicMaps.com
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Visa Para un Sueño (Lyrics), Written By Juan Luis Guerra
Eran las 5 e´la mañana
un seminarista, un obrero
con mis papeles de solvencia
que no le dan pa´ser sinceros

eran las 7 e´la mañana
y uno por uno al matadero
pues cada cual tiene su precio
buscando visa para un sueño

el sol quemándoles la entraña
un formulario de consuelo
con una foto 2 x 4
que se derrite en el silencio

eran las 9 e´ la mañana
con la paciencia que se acaba
pues ya no hay visa para un sueño

buscando visa para un sueño (bis)
buscando visa de cemento y cal
y en el asfalto quién me va a encontrar

buscando visa para un sueño(bis)
buscando visa la razón de ser
buscando visa para no volver

buscando visa para un sueño(bis)

buscando visa la necesidad
buscando visa que rabia me da

buscando visa golpe de poder
buscando visa qué más puedo hacer
buscando visa para naufragar
buscando visa carne de la mar
buscando visa la razón de ser
buscando visa para no volver
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[bookmark: top]	Official Name: Republica Dominicana  (Dominican Republic)

· Capital City: Santo Domingo (pop. 2.4 million) 
· Other Cities:  Santiago de los Caballeros (pop. 690 548) 
· Government: Type: Representative democracy.
· Independence: 27 February 1844 (from Haiti). Restoration of independence, 16 August 1863.
· Constitution: 28 November 1966; amended 25 July 2002 
· Geography: Location: Caribbean, eastern two-thirds of the island of Hispaniola, east of Haiti, between Cuba and Puerto Rico. the north of Caribbean Sea to south of the North Atlantic Ocean.
· Area: 48 442 sq. km. (18 704 sq. mi.) - Terrain: Highlands and mountains with fertile valleys. 
· Climate: Maritime semitropical, with an average yearly temperature of 26°C (78°F).
· People:
Nationality: Noun and adjective--Dominican(s).
Population: 8.9 million.
Ethnic groups: European 16%, African origin 11%, mixed 73%.
Religion: Roman Catholic 95%.
Language: Spanish.
Literacy: 83%. 
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· Agriculture products: Sugarcane, coffee, cotton, cocoa, tobacco, rice, beans, potatoes, corn, bananas; cattle, pigs, dairy products, beef, eggs. 
· Industries: Tourism, sugar processing, ferronickel and gold mining, textiles, cement, tobacco. 

Excerpted from: Country Profile: La República Dominicana
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/dominican_republic.htm
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Characters Notes: 
Take notes below describing each character’s personality, action, positive as well as negative contributions to the story.  

	Yunior  



	Rafa 



	Mami



	Papi



	La Muda



	Ysrael 



	Aurora



	Lucero
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New Characters Notes: 
Create a list of characters (previously not mention on Characters Note) and indicate how such characters are important / relevant to the story. 
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Theme notes 
Take notes below describing each theme listed and write quotes & page number (MLA format) from the text at the end of your mini-paragraph

	Immigration 



	Migration



	Sueño Americano



	Spanglish



	Drugs



	Prostitution



	Racism – Discrimination



	Poverty



	Familia



	Disability
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Writing Prompt:
Final Essay: Response to Drown, by Junot Diaz 
Due Date: July 29th, 2009   

Objective: To understand the characteristics of a written (MEAL Format) response to literature. To select a topic (Open Response Questions) for a written response to literature essay. To apply strategies for gathering and organizing details. To draft a response to literature using MEAL Essay Format (Introduction, Body, & Conclusion). To evaluate and revise the overall structure of a draft of a response to literature. To write strong sentences and paragraphs. To add evaluative modifiers, such as grammar, mechanics and Word Choice. Finally, to edit, proofread, and publish a written response to literature essay. 	
Instructions: Response to Literature Essay: You must analyze/answer the “what, how, & why” behind selected (previously addressed themes, characters, & events from Drown) by presenting an evaluation of a piece of writing (Critical Reviews) by analyzing actions, beliefs/behavior of a character and / or connection to today’s society.  
PROCESS
I. Response to Literature Question: You must select and answer one of the following 4 questions. 
1. In literature as in life, people can make choices and must live with the consequences of those choices. 

From Drown, written by Junot Diaz, select one character that makes a choice. In a well-developed composition, identify the character’s choice and explain what happens as a result of this choice. 

2. Often in a work of literature, a character is misunderstood by other characters. 

From Drown, written by Junot Diaz, select a character that is misunderstood. In a well-developed composition, explain why the character is misunderstood and why this misunderstanding is important to the work of literature.  
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3. Often in literature, one moment or event stands out. 

From Drown, written by Junot Diaz, select an important moment or event in a character’s life. In a well-developed composition, identify the moment or event in a character’s life and explain why it is important. 

4. A frequent theme in literature is the conflict between the individual and society. 

From Drown, written by Junot Diaz, select a character that struggles with society. In a well-developed composition, identify the character and explain why this character’s conflict with society is important. 

II. Organize to Support Ideas / MEAL Essay Format: Each MEAL paragraph (body paragraphs) contains a Main Idea, Evidence to support the main idea, Analysis of the evidence and a Link to the main idea. In order to successfully complete this assignment, you must use the following Essay Format:
· Introduction 
*Re-state question as your Main Idea. 
*State your Thesis. 
*Brief summary of the work, 3 P.O.D Plans of Development, (Evidence / Arguments) you are presenting. 
· Body I
* M
* E
* A
* L
· Body II
* M
* E
* A
* L
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· Body III
* M
* E
* A
* L
· Conclusion 
*Brief summary of presented evidence w/ analysis. 
*Your Opinion/Conclusion
* Final Thoughts. Tips: When analyzing a character, find evidence that illustrates the character’s actions, beliefs, & motivations. Also note other important details such as the character’s representation/connection to the setting and to today’s society. 
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